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Part 3. Calculating Population Change Over Time: 
Counties, States and Cities 

 
In Part 2, you made some observations about changes in the map over a period of 50 
years. You will now look at specific changes in total population between the 1790 and 
1840 data maps, for counties, states, and cities. You will need to record data from the 
1790 data map, then switch to the 1840 data map and record the same information.  
 
NOTE: COUNTY SHAPES CHANGE OVER TIME.  A county in 1840 may not look 
the same as it did in 1790! 
 
1. Fill in this chart using COUNTY information in the data maps from 1790 and 1840: 
County, State 1790 Total 

Population  
1840 Total 
Population  

Increase or 
Decrease? 

Population change 
from 1790 to 1840 

Allegheny, PA     
Sussex, DE     
Worcester, MA     
Charleston, SC     
Rowan, NC     
Cincinnati, OH (use 1810)    
 
2. Follow the example to describe the change in total population for 2 of these counties. 

 

Between 1790 and 1840, the population of (COUNTY, STATE) (INCREASED/DECREASED) 

by (NUMBER) people. 
 

a. __________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

b. __________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 
 



3. Fill in this chart using STATE information in the data maps from 1790 and 1840: 
State 1790 Total 

Population  
1840 Total 
Population  

Increase or 
Decrease? 

Population change 
from 1790 to 1840 

Connecticut (CT)     
Maryland (MD)     
North Carolina (NC)     
Ohio (OH) (use 1810)    
 
4. Describe the change in total population information for 1 of the states above: 
 
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
5. Fill in this chart using CITY information in the data maps from 1790 and 1840: 
City, State 1790 Total 

Population  
1840 Total 
Population  

Increase or 
Decrease? 

Population change 
from 1790 to 1840 

Boston, MA     
New York, NY     
Charleston, SC     
Richmond, VA     
New Orleans, LA (use 1820)    
 
6. Describe the change in total population information for 2 of the cities above: 

 

a. __________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

b. __________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 
 


