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Prior to 1915, Chicago had been famous for its remarkably fair attitude toward colored 
citizens. Since that time, when the migratory movement from the South assumed large 
proportions, the situation has steadily grown more and more tense…  
 
The problem is a simple one. Since 1915 the colored population of Chicago has more 
than doubled, increasing in four years from a little over 50,000 to what is now estimated 
to be between 125,000 and 150,000. Most of them lived in the area bounded by the 
railroad on the west, 30th Street on the north, 40th Street on the south and Ellis Avenue 
on east. Already overcrowded, this so-called "Black Belt" could not possibly hold the 
doubled colored population. One cannot put ten gallons of water in a five-gallon pail… 
 
But equally important, though seldom considered, is the fact that many Southern whites 
have also come into the North, many of them to Chicago, drawn by the same economic 
advantages that attracted the colored workman. The exact figure is unknown, but it is 
estimated by men who should know that fully 20,000 of them are in Chicago. These have 
spread the virus of race hatred and evidences of it can be seen in Chicago on every 
hand… 

Various plans were discussed for keeping the Negroes in "their part of the town," such as 
securing the discharge of colored persons from positions they held when they attempted 
to move into "white" neighborhoods…   

For a long period prior to the riots, organized gangs of white hoodlums had been 
perpetrating crimes against Negroes for which no arrests had been made…  

In a number of cases during the period from January, 1918, to August, 1919, there were 
bombings of colored homes and houses occupied by Negroes outside of the "Black Belt." 
During this period no less than twenty bombings took place, yet only two persons have 
been arrested and neither of the two has been convicted, both cases being continued… 

Finally, the new spirit aroused in Negroes by their war experiences enters into the 
problem. From…the neighborhood in the vicinity of State and 35th Streets, containing 
over 30,000 inhabitants of which fully ninety per cent are colored, over 9,000 men 
registered and 1,850 went to camp. These men, with their new outlook on life, injected 
the same spirit of independence into their companions, a thing that is true of many other 
sections in America. One of the greatest surprises to many of those who came down to 
"clean out the n____ers" is that these same "n____ers" fought back. Colored men saw 
their own kind being killed, heard of many more and believed that their lives and liberty 
were at stake. In such a spirit most of the fighting was done. 

  


